W  E  M  URBAN 


D  I  S  T  R  I  C 


COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 
POR  TIIE  YEAR  1935. 


Central  Statistics. 

Area  ( acres)  453. 

Population  (1921)  2172. 

11  (estimated)  1925  2232. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  553. 

"  "  families  or  separate  occupiers  570 

Rateable  Value  £10224. 

i 

Sum  representing  a  Penny  Rate  £37 


Deaths 

All  causes 


Male  Female 
9  19 


¥h  o  op  in  g  c  o  u gh 
P ulrnonary  Tub  er cul  o s  i  s 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 


1 

1 


1 


Cerebral  haer.o r r ha ge 
Heart  Disease 
Arterio  Sclerosis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Nephritis 
Premature  Birth 
Suicide 

Other  defined  diseases 


1 

1 

1 

-L 

1 

3 


j. 

1 


o 

I  J 


5 


7 


Death  rate  per  1000  -  12.5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  1  3 


Rate  per  1000  births  registered  -  97.5 


Total  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


13  23 

1  r'i  OO 

X  f 

i  i 


Birth  rate  per  1000 


18.36 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever 


Two  cases. 


New  Casds. 


Tuberculosis . 


Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Mon  Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

25  1 

18  1 

9  1 

«  1 


1921 . 

25 

17  Mths 

16 

53 


1 

1 


1922. 

36 


1923 

29 

5 


1 


1924  ~  Nil. 


1921. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Ophthalmia 

1922. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

1923. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

1924. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 


Deaths . 

Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmonary. 

M .  F .  H .  f  . 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


Cases 

5 

1 

1 


3 

o 


13 

1 


4 


1 


(Signed)  J.  DALLEWY ,  L.R.C.P., 

M .  R .  0  .  S .  , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 


Natural  and  social  Conditions. 


The  area  of  the  District  is  453  acres,  consisting .  of  fche  Town 
itself  and  surrounding  agricultural  land,  the  contour  is  fairly- 
level  except  for  a  gentle  slope  on  the  South  side  to  the  River 
no den.  This  river 'flows  from  W.  to  E.  and  forms  the  natural 

drainage  outlet  for  the  Urban  area,  receiving  a  small _  tributary 
in  the°S.W.  corner  which  drains  the  surface  and  subsoil  water 
from  the  N.  &  ¥.  sections  of  the  Town . 

The  principal  industries  are  Brewing,  Mineral --water  nanui  acturo , 
Malting,  Corn-flour  milling.  Timber— sawing ,  and  Agriculture. 


Markets . 


General  Market  held  every  Thursday  in  the  Town  Hall. 

Cattle  11  11  "  Second  Monday  in  the  Smithfield. 

Cheese  Pair  »  "  Third  Wednesday  in  the  Town  Hall. 

Water  Supply . 

The  Water  supply  is  derived  from  deep  wells  sunk  in  Red  Sandstone 
foundation  at  Preston  Brockhurst  situated  about  three  miles  from  Wem. 

The  water  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  90,000 
gallons i  and  thence  flows  by  gravitation  to  the  Town. 

The  supply  is  of  good  quality,  constant,  of  sufficient  quantity, 
and  available  for  all  dwelling  housed  and  business  premises. 

The  present  yeild  of  the  well  is  about  120,000  gallons  per  day » 
and  there  was  a  steady  supply  during  the  summer  Droughts  oi  1921 

and  1925 .  , 

The  waste  of  water  has  received  very  close  attention,  out  the 

consumption  has  been  high  during  the  year. 


Water  suppl ie d  during  the  year# 


January 

1  ,645,000 

gallons . 

February 

1,395 ,000 

H 

March 

1  ,605,000 

!! 

April 

1 ,597,000 

1! 

May 

1 ,631  ,000 

h 

June 

1  ,837,000 

11 

July  • 

1 ,774,000 

If 

Angus  t 

1 ,646,000 

11 

September 

1 ,574,000 

11 

October 

1  ,691  ,000 

If 

November 

1,732  ,000 

11 

December 

1 ,861 ,000 

If 

Grand  Total 

19,988 ,000 

!! 

Sewerage . 

The  Urban  Sewerage  System  extended  and  part  reconstructed  in 
1908 ,  and  outfall  works  built  about  i  of  a  mile  from  the  Town  by 
the  side  of  the  River  Roden  S.E,  corner  of  the  Urban  Area. 

The  works  consist  of  open  channels  in  concrete  to  Detritus 
Tanks  continuous  to  Filter  Beds  with  Automatic  Rotary  distributors 

and  Humus  Tanks  and  thence  to  river. 

Storm  Water  Beds  are  provided  and  take  storm  water  from  Weirs 
fixed  alongside  the  open  channels,  and  this  percolates  gradually 
to  the  sub-soil  drainage  and  finally  enters  the  River  Roden. 


its 

:  -*  /  ■ 


The  solid  natters  from  the  tanks  is  skinned  periodically  into 
receptacles,  erected  during  the  year,  and  sold  as  nanure. 

the  Distributors  have  been  thoroughly  overhauled  an 
rfi--o';eiied  during  the  year  from  "C"  typo  to  "K"  ,ypc  jiddiah 
ttotwy  Distributors,  fitted  with  ball-bearings  in  weatner-pfoof 
-p-ac-a  paci^d  housings  with  wier  boxes,  shutes  and  spreade,. 

S  Itopresence  of  wlnglass  "Anchorites  viaticus"  has  been  located 
in  lar^e  numbers  in  both  filter  beds  and  humus  tanks  and  their  Wit 
in  clearing  the  filtering  media  and  preventing  "ponding"  is 

6XtEB0wingSto^ths°fl at "nature  of  the  ground  the  sewage  has  in  twfl 
C a b g s  to  be  run  into  underground  tanks  and  liftea  bi  H.  tlaU  c 
Pmps  to  higher  levels  in  the  sewerage  system,  tnese  are 

wnr*Vf»d  fron  the  water  mains,  and  sufficient  pressure  is  no, 
bailable  except  It  certain  hours  of  the  day, .it  would  he  much 
t  JUl  to  nave"  the  sewage  pumped  by  other  motive  power* 
betti  new  maShol,;  has  been  constructed  in  the  length  of  sewer 
,  the  Whitchurch  Road  to  the  Foxleigh  Punping  Station. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  re  pollution  o-  v,.o  ... 


Sanitary  Conveniences^ 

A.  Fresh  Water  Closets 

B.  Pail  Closets 
Privy  Ashpits . 


C  . 


290 

339 

8 


( some  premises  (A)  &  (3)  have  two  each). 

The  number  of  Pail  Closets  in  the  closely  built  up  areas  is 
still  much  too  large,  and  it  is  essential  that 

shall  be  as  efficient  and  hygienic  as  possible,  ~o_  tru,  :  ' 

people  is  constantly  at  stake,  and  the  presence  of  flies  during  the 
warmer  months  is  the  means  of  spreading  disease  through  the  men 
sanitation  of  the  Conservancy  System, 

Tha  conversion  from  Pail-closets  to  the  water-ca** ia&e 
with  the  ultimate  abolition  of  this  insanitary  type  is  proceeding 
very  slowly,  the  total  number  of  conversions  during  the  pas,  .i.a 

years  is  25. 

House  Scavenging , _ _ 


nurinv  the  year  a  total  nuiber  of  943  loads  have  been  removed 
to  tips' and  agricultural  land  outside  the  district  wei: 1  away  from 
Dwelling-houses,  comprising  551  loads  of  house  reiuse,  28  loads  oi 

tT*ndfi  refuse  end  3*53  loads  of  nignt—  soil. 

Throughout  the  district  the  old  insanitary  wooden  boxes  ana 
old  tins  are  gradually  being  replaced  with  proper  galvanisod-iron 

ashbins  with  covers,  and  these  are  now  being  provided  at  P-, . 

where  formerly  no  receptacles  at  all  where  in  use.  . 

The  total  number  of  ashbins  substituted  or  replacing  odd 
receptacles  during  the  past  five  years  is-  213. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  District  has  been  free  from  the  emission  ox  Blac*.  omoLe 
from  works  chimneys. 

Factory  £  Workshops. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  inspected  and  are  kept  in 
a  clean  and  satisfactory  state,  the  Bake-houses  have  been  kept  ih  a 
clean  condition  and  roqulroi*>nte  f  r®-liu<W'mchi ng  )  *a<M1  ^ 

and  executed. 
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Tabular  statement  of  the 
fof  *;i'-  year  ended  the  31st 


S an i t  a ry  Ins pe c  t  or 
December,  1925. 


Total  Nix : her  of  All  inspections 
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Housing  Inspections 
SI aught er-hous e  In spe  c t i on s 
Bake-house  " 

Workshop  " 

Factory  » 

Dairies  &  Cowsheds  " 

Miscellaneous , Sanitary  Conveniences  ,  Drainage, 

Water j  Yards  tec. 

Pails  converted  to  w.Cs. 

New  ¥ . 0  s . 

W.Cs.  replacing  defective  ones 
New  Pail-Closet  Buildings 
Pail -closets  abolished 
New  galvanised-iron  pails 
!l  11  "  ashbins 

”  Urinals  erected 

Repairs  and  improvements  to  drainage 

Renewals  to  spouting 

Repairs  to  water  service  pipes 

New  Building  Plans  approved 

Loads  of  Night-soil 

Loads  of  Trade  refuse 


Loads 

Cases 

P  .  H  .  A . 

ti 

ti 

tt 

Other 

« 

H .  T .  P . 

t! 


of  House  Refuse 

of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
Statutory  Notices  Served 

"  "  Complied  with 

Informal  "  served 

"  "  Complied  with 

Preliminary  Notices  Served 

n  w  Complied  with 

Acts  Informal  Notices  Served 

"  "  Complied  with 


957 

57 

12 

12 

30 

14 

9 

023 


1 

1 

7 

27 

1 

4 

2 

31 


3  S3 
23 
551 
2 


47 

4S 

O 

fj 

o 


Schools . 


National  Schools. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  -  good. 

Heating  -  good. 

Water  Supply  laid  on  from  U.D.C.  mains  -  good. 

Ablutions  -  the  arrangements  are  satisfactory,  and  the  waste-pipes 

are  trapped  and  properly  disconnected  from  the  drains 


Sewage 


the  drainage  system  is  modern,  complete  with  inspection 
chambers  and  vent-shafts. 


Closet 


Accommodation  -  there  is  a  W.C 
for  the  staff,  4  W.Cs  of 
the  Boys,  and  10  W.Cs  for 


.  and  flushing  cistern  complete 
the  Trough  Latrine  type  for 
the  Girls  and  Infanta ,  also 


of  the  Trough  type . 

These  closets  are  flushed  periodically  by  2.40 
gallon  Automatic  Flushing  Cistern. 


Urinals  -  there  are  two  urinals,  one  for  the  Infant  Boys  and 

the  other  for  the  older  Boys ,  consisting  of  slate  slabs 
with  cement  rendered  walls  and  gullies,  to  the  .drains. 


V  Lighting  -  satisfactory. 

Halting  -  fairly  gbod,  by  means  of  open  fireplaces,  and  closed 
stoves . 

Ventilation  -  fairly  good* 

Ablutions-  thars  ara  no  lavatory  bowls,  the  only  conveniens*  b*in* 
a  Brown-glazed  kitchen  slop-sink ,  fixed  in  the 
cloakroom. 


Closets . 


The  closet  accommodation  consists  of  10  square  pails » 
ii/e  tor  oirls  and  five  for  Boys  no  other  accommodation 
is  provided  for  infants  or  staff. 


Urinals 


The  urinal  in  front  of  Boys  closet  consists  of  several 
«.»la  t  ■ ;  si  a  o  s  a.tLl)e  due  ■ .  in  Portland  cement.  The  trains 
falls  to  a  yM  pipe  channel  and  -.drains  thence  to  a  trapped 
g?  -I....  .  Toe  tloor  paving  is  badly  laid  in  blue— bricks, 
with  open  joints,  and  this  allows  percolation  into  th~  sub¬ 
soil.  There  is  no  separate  Urinal  for  Infant  Boys. 


Housing . 

^ ^ •  ) Can oral  Housing  conditions  in  the  Area. 


1.  The  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  the  District  is  §81,  which 
comprises  112  Rest dental ,  and  469  Working  Class  Houses. 


va.'  Triers  is  a  need  for  more  houses  in  the  area,  the 
abridged  Housing  schema  of  1.921  has  ce^tainlv 

alleviated  the  shortage. 

(b)  no  scheme  of  Town  Planning  has  been  put  forward  for 
the  District.  ‘ 


3.  Change  of  population  -  increase  »o  in  5  years. 
(11)  Overcrowding. 


x  *  " '  f  I:ian*r  houses,  and  up  to  date  15  cases  have  been 

discovered. 


8’  <s«JPl9te  stoppage  of  building  Operations  during  the 
1®.*®  Sar,  18  in  a  lart  iieasura  responsible  for  this 
tu, at-  or  affairs  and  ordinary  repairs  and  renovations 
are  considerably  in  arrear  from  the  same  cause. 


S.  The  snail  rateable  value  of  the  District  is  very  pro judical 
t1°  action,  and  brings  forth  the  unanswerable 

question,  where  are  the  tenants  to  find  alternative 
accomodation  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  in  the 
District. 


A  . on  sex. 

S . Cubic  0 apac i t y . 

(  HI )  Fitness  of  Houses . 


(a)  Tt;e  hons-ps  are  generally  small  cottages ,  varying  from  4  to  6 
l?  "  dhW  ^dooming  featuro  being  the  garden#  to  the 

Is  bof.yont  and  rsar»  exoept  in  the  more  built  up 
portion  of  the  Town. 

The  part  of  the  Town  where  any  development  is  taking  place 
is  certainly  progressing  on  the  more  up  to  date  lines  the 
type  oi  nouse  having  a  greater  superficial  area. 


(b  )  The  Chief  Defects  discovered  are  as  follows:- 


A.  Defective  ground  floor  pavings. 

B.  Living  room  windows  not  made  to  open. 

C.  Lack  of  slop-sinks. 

D.  Lack  of  convenience  for  washing  clothes. 

f.  Defective  yard  paving  and  insufficient  area  paved. 

F.  Df i active  and  insufficient  House  Drainage. 

Dampness  in  walls  due  to  defective  spouting,  lack 
of  d-,. ip-proof  courses,  and  'yard  paving,  also  causing 


T  t. 


:  '•  C'  'r  O  jH-T 
oc;  !tl  ;  s  "shf-C 

<  ..  .  .  ...  .  f.riif 

>  ;  v..-  ■y.-.ch 

t  ‘ 

•  ••  »•••.  ■ 


f  *  r  ' 


••  :  TV 

r.-.vvv 


:&rifs!  u 

:  ; 


[rum 


Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1925 
»  "  l!  commenced 

With  State  Assistance 


1 

2 

Mil. 


Un fit  Dwelling  Houses . 

(1)  Total  number  inspected,  for  housing  defects  under 
P . K . Act s  or  Hons ing  Acts . 


57 


(2)  Number  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  ( Inspection  of  the  District  ) 

Regulations  21 

( 3  )  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  Health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  5 


(4)  Number  exclusive  of  those  in  (3)  above,  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation.  IS 


Remedy  of  defects  without 


of  Informal  Notices. 


Number  of  Dwelling  Houses 
of  informal  action  of  tJ 


rendered  fit  in  consequence 
is  L . A .  or  their  Officers  - 


6  . 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


A.  Section  3  Housing  Act  1925  -  ( 1  ) ,( 2  )  &  (3) 
(B)  P  .H .  Acts  -  (1),  (2)  %  (3) 

C.  Sections  II,  14  &  15  Housing  Act  1925 
1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4  and  5 

Inspection  and  Supe rv i s i on  of  Poo d . 


Nil. 
Nil . 

Nil . 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

All  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  inspected,  several 
improved  and  registers  are  now  kept  as  set  out  in  the  Milt: 

&  Dairies  Amendment  Act ,  1922.  No  names  have  been  removed 
or  added  to  the  Register  during  the  Year. 

There  are  9  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District. 

Slaughter  Houses . 


Registered 
L  L  c  ense C 


1920 

6 


Jan . 1925 
6 


Dec. 19 25 
6 


These  have  been  inspected  periodically,  and  the  attention  of 
the  occupier  drawn  to  any  nuisances  from  slaughtering, 
drainage,  lime-washing,  and  disposal  of  offal,  they  are 
much  too  near  to  dwelling  houses  and  centralisation  is 
required. 


Infectious  Disease . 

The  District  has  been  very  free  from  Infectious  Disease 
during  the  past  12  months,  only  two  cases  having  been 

notified.  In  all  cases  necessary  disinfectants  and 
instructions  as  to  their  use  are  provided.  Isolation 
of  the  patients  is  insisted  upon.  After  the  period  of  infection 
is  ended  the  house  is  disinfected  with  Formalin  spray  or 
vapour,  and  additional  disinfectants  supplied  for  the  thorough 
cleansing  of  furniture,  clothing  etc. 

Nursing  in  the  District. 

There  is  an  efficient  local  Nursing  Association  to  which  the 
Council  do  not  subscribe  funds . 
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Staff  ^Qualifications 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . .  . 

(part  t ime  ) 

J.  Dallewy,  L.R.C.P. ,M.R.C.S. 

Sanitary  Inspector  . 

Arthur  Smith , 

Associate  of  the  Royal 

Sanitary  Institute,  Member  of 

(part  time) 

the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Association,  Holding  the  Sanitar; 
Inspectors  Certificate  of  she 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Diploma  of  Engineering , 

Liverpool  University , 
Certificate  o f  S an i t ary  Science, 
Liverpool  University. 

(Half  salary  recovered  from  Salop  County  Council 
£60  per  annum. 


List  of  Adoptive  Acts.  - 

—  None,  except  Infectious  Disease 
Prevention  Act,, 1890,  which 
was  put  into  force  under  the 

Order  of  1900,  when  the  urban 
District  was  constituted. 

List  of  Byelaws  in  force  in  the  District  and,  date  of  Adoption.- 


Slaughter  Houses  ...... 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ..... 

Nuisances  . 

New  Streets  &  Buildings.-.. 

October,  1901. 

July,  1901 

September,  1902. 

December ,  1924. 

(  signe< 

1)  ARTHUR  SMITH, 

Surveyor  &  Sanitary  Inspector. 


